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NFFE PRAISES INTENDED NOMINATION OF HARRIS 

SHERMAN FOR UNDER SECRETARY FOR NATURAL 

RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 
 

 

Washington, D.C. – The National Federation of Federal Employees (NFFE), a union representing 100,000 

federal workers, including nearly 25,000 permanent and seasonal U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

employees, applauds the anticipated nomination of Harris Sherman for Under Secretary for Natural 

Resources and Environment at the USDA. 

 

As the largest representative of U.S. Forest Service employees, NFFE will set out to forge an effective 

working relationship with Sherman in order to address a range of crucial issues. One such priority is 

addressing the root causes of low employee morale in the Forest Service which, in a recent government-

wide survey, was ranked 206
th

 out of 216 agencies.  

 

“We are very concerned about the low morale in the Forest Service,” Dougan explained, pointing out that 

frustrations with leadership and eroded capacity were the main factors behind this trend.  “We stand ready to 

work with Sherman to address this problem as well as the many other challenges we face. We look forward 

to working together to better accomplish the mission of the Forest Service and the Department of 

Agriculture.” 

 

Throughout his career Sherman has accrued a wealth of land management experience. As the Executive 

Director of the Colorado Department of Natural Resources, Sherman was charged with overseeing the 

state’s water, parks, wildlife, public lands, energy, and forestry programs.  Additionally, Sherman served as 

the director and chairman of several commissions, including the governor’s Forest Health Advisory 

Council, Colorado Water Quality Control Commission, Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Board, and 

Chair of the Denver Regional Air Quality Council. 

 
 

 

### 
 

 

Established in 1917, the NFFE is the oldest union representing civil service federal employees.  NFFE 

currently represents 100,000 federal employees government-wide, including approximately 20,000 workers 

at the U.S. Forest Service.  NFFE is affiliated with the International Association of Machinists and 

Aerospace Workers. 
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Affiliated with the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers 


